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A fulfilling partnership

SIM Global Education’s (SIM GE) reputation for delivering higher education
programmes with top global universities helped attract Warwick to Singapore

The University of Warwick is one of the UK'’s leading research universities, known for its excellence in research and teaching, innovation and strong links to business and industries

OR a university that will cele-
brate its 50th birthday in 2015
— the same year that Singa-
pore marks its own Golden Ju-
bilee — it is perhaps a natural
fit that the University of War-
wick chose the Republic as its
base in Asia to offer its wide ar-
ray of programmes.

Eight years ago in 2006, the Warwick Manu-
facturing Group (WMG), an academic depart-
ment of the University of Warwick, joined hands
with the Singapore Institute of Management Glo-
bal Education (SIM GE) and the Singapore Insti-
tute of Manufacturing Technology (SIMTech) in
a unique tripartite agreement. The deal saw the
launch of WMG'’s cornerstone programme — the
Master of Science in Engineering Business Man-
agement (EBM) at SIM in July that year.

Since then, the partnership has grown to four
programmes, two Masters of Science in Engi-
neering Business Management (EBM) and Sup-
ply Chain & Logistics Management and two
Postgraduate Awards in each of these disci-
plines.

Through the tie-up, engineers and profes-
sionals in the engineering, manufacturing and
process-based organisations in Singapore have
access to the University's excellent professional
education programmes, and the opportunity to
acquire international best practice in engineer-
ing, manufacturing and innovative research.

The University of Warwick is one of the Unit-
ed Kingdom’s leading research universities,
known for its excellence in research and teach-
ing, innovation and strong links to business and
industries. WMG has a strong tradition of work-
ing in collaboration with business and industry
and plays an active role in economic regenera-
tion.

Its strong links with the manufacturing indus-
try enables the programmes to develop a strong
industry application focus in their delivery.
WMG's expertise include conducting technologi-
cal research and teaching on product and pro-
cess improvement, and spearheading innova-
tion in areas such as Robotics, Automotive, Sus-
tainable Manufacturing, Digital Technology, Op-
erational Business Management.

Transnational

education tie-ups

The University of Warwick, an institution that
has also consistently maintained its position in
the top 10 of UK league tables, is one of 12 part-
ner universities in SIM GE’s vast network, which
collectively offers a diverse range of academic
study programmes ranging from Diploma to
Bachelor and Master.

SIM GE'’s international reputation for excel-
lence in delivering higher education pro-
grammes with renowned universities from the
UK, the United States and Australia and its
state-of-the-art campus are the key reasons that
attracted Warwick here in the first place.

WMG decided back then that Singapore
would be an ideal location to offer its pro-
grammes because the country was a dynamic
and growing one, with a highly supportive gov-
ernment that was promoting the value of educa-
tion, says Professor Sujit Banerji, the executive
director of postgraduate programmes and pro-
fessor of operations management at WMG.
This, he adds, was evidenced by the opening of
new universities, providing scholarships, and
the openness to global partnerships.

Singapore also had one extra advantage as
this was a country where WMG chairman and
founder, Professor Lord Bhattacharyya, was fa-
miliar with due to his connections with key gov-
ernment bodies such as the Economic Develop-
ment Board and the Agency for Science, Tech-
nology and Research.

Professor Lord Bhattacharyya served as the
Chairman of Singapore MAXA (Manufacturing
Excellence Award) panel of judges and the Advi-
sory Board of SIMTech. He is also a prominent
adviser in the field of manufacturing to govern-
ments, companies and organisations around
the world.

Speaking on the merits of the partnership
with SIM GE, Professor Banerji says that both
partners have worked very well together with
mutual respect and understanding.

“There is a management system in place to
oversee the running of the programmes, and
this system has been working well. This has re-
sulted in growth and quality improvements of
the programmes over time,” he says.

The EBM, for instance, has a strong reputa-
tion both in the UK and around the world. In the
UK alone, there are some 500 full-time and
more than 1,200 part-time students pursuing
this and other WMG Master of Science pro-
grammes.

The focus on value creation for technolo-
gy-based organisation is a key differentiator of
the EBM programme. The programme grooms
the future leaders of innovation and operational
excellence by providing the tools to improve the
operations, development and profitability of the
company business.

‘We seek students
with aspiration and
ambition to develop
tomorrow’s leaders
of operational
excellence and
business
Innovation. We are
delighted that, in
collaboration with
SIM GE and
SIMTech, we are
able to bring these
programmes to
Singapore.’

— Professor Lord Bhattacharyya,
Chairman and Founder,
WMG, University of Warwick

Strong industry nexus

According to Professor Lord Bhattacharyya,
WMG's educational programmes help develop
managers, engineers or scientists to work in
manufacturing and engineering businesses.
“Our mission is to improve business competitive-
ness through innovation, new technologies and
skills, bringing academic rigour to industry,” he
says.

“We seek students with aspiration and ambi-
tion to develop tomorrow’s leaders of operation-
al excellence and business innovation. We are
delighted that, in collaboration with SIM GE and
SIMTech, we are able to bring these pro-

grammes to Singapore,” he adds.

Professor Banerji notes how the success
rate among students in Singapore is very high,
because they are of consistent high quality and
ability. “They meet all the entry requirements of
the University of Warwick. They work very hard
in the taught modules as well as in the masters
dissertation projects with supervision from
SIMTech,” he says.

The University of Warwick is just one avenue
that students here can take if they wish to study
at a globally renowned university without having
to go overseas. The collective role of these pri-
vate education institutions (PEIs) is even great-
er in helping to ensure high standards when it
comes to meeting the higher education needs of
the country.

That PEls continue to offer top quality pro-
grammes at affordable fees while producing
workplace-ready graduates which will be all the
more crucial to better position Singapore as a
globally recognised hub for transnational educa-
tion.

“With globalisation and the growing inter-de-
pendence of countries in the areas of trade and
other connections, transnational education is a
natural follow-on,” says Professor Banerji. He
notes how, in the field of higher education, part-
ners are able to collaborate and offer a much
larger and richer variety of educational offerings
to students than what they could individually.

“Besides academic quality and variety, and
in these days of tighter budgets, collaboration
has become more important than ever. From
the perspective of the students, it brings to them
the best that universities around the world can
offer,” he says.

This is the first of a six-part
series on transnational
education by
SIM Global Education
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